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During January the "devouring' clement"
cost the country over JIjXO.OOO, and yet no-

body seems to be able to devise remedies
beyond recommending the Increase of fire
apparatus.

While in Chicago Prince Henry is to be
given a glimpse of the stockyards. Personal
inspection of the scrupulously careful
methods of preparing American meat prod-

ucts may prove useful in Germany.

Americar.3 are accused of worshiping the
'Almighty Dollar, but Mr. Charles M.
Schwab, president of the American Steel
Association, never received anything like
the social attentions in this country that
lie has abroad.

Now San Domingo protests against tariff
concessions to Cuba on the ground that
they will Injure the industries of that
Island, which reminds the country that it
was unfortunate for San Domingo that the
Senate did not second General Grant's ef-

forts to annex the island.

There seems to be something like an epi-

demic of. smallpox in the United States.
The most recent reports of the Marine Hos
pital Service, which are compiled as care
fully and completely as possible, show that
almost without exception every county of
every State Is invaded to some extent.
New York city had 570 pases from June 23

to Nov. 30, with 1G2 deaths. The disease
Is generally mild, but mild smallpox Is
liable to assume a niallgnant form at any
time.

The birth rate of Boston la 23.15 per
1.000," says the Transcript, "but it denotes
mainly an increase through foreign stock."
Of those who became fathers In Boston In
1001 only 17 per cent, were Boston-bor- n,

and only 34 per cent, were native Amer-
icans, "while 62 per cent, were of foreign
birth. The percentage of Russian and
Italian fathers Just about equals that of
fathers born in Boston. This discovery
may alarm the Transcript, but years ago
It was known that Boston was one of the
most populous Irish cities in the world and
one of the few-- Irish cities which in 1SS3,

1SS and 1S?7 had nn Irishman for mayor.

One of the perennial funny things In Brit-

ish public life is the "deceased wife's sis-

ter's bill," which has been regularly passed
by the House of Commons for years, and
as rrgularly defeated in the House of
Lords. The opponents of the measure ob-

ject with a sternness, not to say a violence,
which conveys the impression that they be- -
llevc the rassage of the bill would make
euch marriage compulsory, and that no
widower would be allowed a liberty of
choice, provided his departed wife left a
sister. It looks as if some of the noble lords
might have sisters-in-la- w from whom they
wish to bo protected by 1 tw, no matter how-Othe-r

men may bo affected.

The public U to be congratulated, as well
fis the coal operators and miners, on the
"happy adjustment of their seemingly irrec-
oncilable claims. Failure to reach an
agreement would almost Inevitably have
been followed by a general strike next
rummer, which would have proved disas-
trous, not only to the coal mining interests,
but to the public generally, and left the
reeds of further strife. The present agree-
ment assures pleasant relations, and. it is
to bi hoped, steady employment for at
least another year. The result demon-
strates the wisdom of the unnual confer-
ence between the operators and miners and
ehould insur its continuance.

Often an exhibition of felly can be ac-

counted for, but the sentimentalism which
causes women who have money to expend it
upon flowers to send to such men as the
Blddle brothers, who recently were shot
and are now dead, is a mystery past finding
cut. These men were professional crim-
inals who. In the prosecution of house and

tore robbing as a profession, did not
ecruple to take human life. Indeed, they
always went prepared for euch an emer-genc- y.

When arrested they had killed two
men and their quarters were filled with
stolen goods. Yet. with the knowledge that
these men would have shot the brothers of
the women sending the Mowers, score.? of
them sent flowers to the rooms of the dying
murderers.

Scarcely a day passes without some new
devt'orment showing the necessity of more
thorough Investigation before finally de-

ciding upon a route for an isthmian canal.
Since the supplemental report of the com-

mission In favor of the Panama route at
least two or three other routes hae been
brought before the public, several of which
Bit trongly Indorsed by Intelligent en- -

ginecrs. Now comes one S.. W. riurac, an
American contractor and railroad man who
has spent several years on the Panama
Railroad, and who says the country along
the proposed route of the Panama canal
Is so full of small springs that excavating
a canal would be almost impossible. All
this goes to ibhow that bottom facts have
not yet been reached, and to suggest the
propriety of further investigation. Perhaps
a better route can be found than the Nlcar-gua- n

or the Panama.

Tili: KKAL AMERICAN PERIL.
A London cablegram gives undeserved

dimity to a lcitcr published by the London
Times from Count Sternberg, In which he
says that a recent visit to America taught
him who is the enemy of Europe, and that
the continent ought to recognize the fact
that "Its true? enemy Is now arising In the
west like a great sun of gold." As Count
Sternberg makes his sun rise In the west
he might himself be a son of Ireland If his
name did not indicate another nationality.
His opinion is not worth. much except as
cumulative evidence of the general distrust
and fear entertained of the United. States
by the so-call- ed ruling classes in Europe,
It is difficult to account for this feeling,
and those who entertain It do not attempt
to give any good reason for it. Its very
vagueness and the fact that It Is without
form and void seems to make It more over-

shadowing and oppressive. To their ex-

cited Imagination it seems to loom out of
the future as a huge Iceberg dimly outlined
In the fog does upon the occupants o a
ship at sea who do not quite know whether
they are going to be crushed by a moun-
tain or swallowed by a monster. But Ice-

bergs do not pursue ships, and if the latter
let the Icebergs alone and keep out of their
way they are safe.

There la ground for the vague fear of
the United States entertained by the ruling
classes of Europe, but it is not in the dan-
ger of attack or aggression In a military
sense. Nothing could be further from
American ideas or policies than that. This
Nation is still in the infancy of its growth
and power, while some of those of Europe
are waning, but the time will never come
when the weakest of them will have any-
thing to fear from the United States In a
military jnse If they let us alone. The
policy of this country toward other nations
will ever be friendship with all. Our war
with Spain was the result of peculiar con-

ditions which can never arise again. "We

shall never have another war with a Eu-
ropean power, except in self-defen- se or the
defense of American rights as embodied in
the Monroe doctrine. The real American
peril which is gradually outlining itself in
the European mind comes from a different
quarter. It is commercial and political.
They fear the consequences of our com-
mercial enterprise and of our political ex-

ample. The first is the more imminent of
the two and can be discussed openly, as
it Is, while the other looms largely In the
background and will be slower In develop-
ing. Eunpean editors and statesmen,
reichstags and parliaments can openly dis-
cuss the feasibility of commercial wars or
the possibility of devising ways and means
to prevent American enterprise from cap-
turing their markets, but they cannot
afford thus openly to recognize the steady
progress of republican Ideas and the prob-
ability that eventually they will dominate
the civilized world. The statue of Liberty
enlightening the earth typifies a moral con-
dition. The light of the great Reputllc
cannot be confined to our own shores or to
this continent. It Is spreading and. will
continue to spread. Monarchism Is losing
ground and republicanism Is gaining. The
idea of hereditary rule Is gradually yielding
to that of popular government. Czars,
kings, emperors and kaisers are on the
down grade and the people are on the up
grade. It may be a long time yet before
the latter come Into their own everywhere,
but it is sure to happen, and the example
of the great Republic i3 operating to that

nd with the silent, steady and irresist-
ible force of a great law of nature. This
is the real American peril, the great, form-
less and undefined catastrophe, remote but
inevitable, that disturbs the dreams and
haunts the waking hours of the .ruling
classes in Europe without their knowing
exactly what they fear. To the people it
is as a beacon of hope and a kindly leading
light, but to the ruling classes It is a
forewarning of political doom.

TKK IIUXGUY FRACTION.
This is the period of liberal donations

to colleges and universities. It would seem
that a rivalry exists among the wealthy to
make the largest donations or to stimulate
others to do so. The smaller college does
not fare so well, even if it can be demon
strated that the smaller Institution is doin
the most useful work in educating. Li
braries are also being assisted by men of
wealth. All this is most commendable, yet
those who view this liberality cannot es-

cape the thought that very little of the
wealth of the country is turned Into chan
nels where it can be made to assist the
very poor, not as the objects of charity,
but by devising methods by which the per
ccntage of those who may be said not to
have enough bread to eat can be narrowed

A few days ago an official Investigation
showed that nearly 13 per cent, of the in
habitants of New York city are living be
low what is called "the poverty line,"
which means that they are living below
$1.23 a week for each person. In the coun-
try, here In Indiana, where bread Is bounti-
ful and cheap, $1.23 a week will be allowed
to be a scanty allowance, but In New York
city, where rents are high and all food has
value, living on $123 a week must be cling-
ing to the life raft. To such people, whose
one thought is to keep from going under,
the college or even the public school is a
mockery.

Can human wisdom and human experi-
ence devise no plan by which the percent-
age of those who cannot get enough to cat
can be reduced? This element varies with
the size of cities, but none of them is en-

tirely free from the human beings who do
not have enough to eat. Mr. Carnegie has
founded a university where all the prob-
lems Involving human well-bein- g are to be
studied. Will there be men In that institu-
tion who can grapple with the question of
relieving the millions who live "below the
poverty line?" At the present time uni-

versities consider sociological topics, but
rather in a theoretical and long-distan- ce

manner. Certainly the professors have not
arrived at any conclusions resp?cting the
world's unhappiness due to a lack of bread.
It is said that vice is at the bottom of all
the suffering due to a lack of the ordinary
comforts of life. This is doubtless true.
.But has not science, philanthropy, the in-

fluence of civilization and of Christianity,
all combined, no power to deal with huuan

i
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weakness? Must these potent agencies ad-

mit that thry cannot make successful war
upon the Influences which keep a certain
but'r.ot a large part of the human family
"below the poverty line?" The manual
training school can do much, and the
cleansing of the slums will help, but hu-

man beings who are- - in a state of hunger
must be fed before thy can be taught, as
Christ fed the hungry multitudes Who fol-

lowed Him into the wilderness before He
broke the bread of life unto them. Might
not a better use be made of some of the
money that is showered upon already rich
universiti?s in experiments to reduce the
submerged tenth to a much smaller frac
tion?

A NOVELIST'S GRICVAXCE.
Mr. Upton Sincla'ir, author of a novel

now bearing the title "King Midas," has
a grievance against the fraternity of book
reviewers. Also, he scofes a point against
them. He airs his troubles at some length
In the current number of the New York
Independent. It appears, according to his
story, that the book was the outcome of
three years of dreams. For that length of
time he had in mind a novel that he
might write when he should have the
strength for it. The time came when his
heart was so shaken with the beauty of
his thought that he went away to wrestle
with the vision. Because he knew that he
must give all hi3 soul to it (all this is
quoted from Mr. Sinclair's own language)
he withdrew to a little cabin in tho Cana-

dian wilderness, and for five months lived
entirely alone, "doing a work so fearful
that now, as he looks back upon It, it
make3 him tremble. Each day as he
wrought at his story, the wonder of it took
hold of him more and more, until it took
the form of a very demon of beauty (these
are still the author's own words) until it
would not let him rest. He burned his soul
out at this work."

After this rather cruel treatment of his
soul the young writer offered the manuscript
to four publishers in succession, each of
whom declined it with thanks, giving what,
from their point of view, though not from
his, were excellent reasons for the rejection.
Summed up, their reasons were a belief
that the book would not sell. The young
man then resolved to publish the book
himself, "having faith that there were
people who would love it as he loved it."
It was thereupon issued under the title
"Springtime and Harvest," and In Its pref-

ace ho told the story from which the fore-
going quotations have been made. He sent
one hundred copies of his work to the re-

viewers, and sent the preface to two
hundred more, offering to forward the vol-

ume if desired. The thought of the returns
received from that distribution, he acknowl-
edges In the Independent, makes him
shiver. Of the two hundred papers receiv-

ing the preface but one asked him for the
book. Of the hundred to which copies were
sent but thirteen reviewed it at all, and
out of the thirteen not one praised it ex-

travagantly, but two could be called cor-

dial, three were in a way commendatory,
four had some crumbs of comfort, and
five were "slashers," two in tho last class
"going out of their way to be gratuitously
insulting." Mr. Sinclair admits that if this
had been the end of it the silence of the
reviewers might have been taken as merci-

ful and a Justification of the publishers
who had rejected it. But, as it happened, a
copy fell into the hands of Mr. Edwin
Markham, he of the hoe, who found that
the work throughout was "touched with
the hues of poetry and the noblest ideals of
life;" another copy was read by a pub-

lisher's manager, who pronounced it a work
of genius and predicted a great future for
the author. It was, therefore,, arranged
that "Springtime and Harvest" should be
published once more with the iXe changed
to "King Midas" and the original preface
omitted. Copies were again sent to the re-

viewers, and this time, Mr. Sinclair tri-

umphantly notes, they paid some attention
to the work. "What is more, many of them
praised it. They found power in it, some of
them; some a revelation of imaginative
power, a splendid triumph of literary skill,
some saw brilliant workmanship; none
spoke of it as the work of a novice, or of
its immaturity, as the first thirteen had
done, but on the other hand, many saw-I-n

it an advanced effort of modern romantic
literature, "a highly original production,"
"an extremely meritorious book," etc. The
unfavorable reviows were very few in
number.

After reading this article in the Independ-
ent the Journal's reviewer recalled the fact
that he had read "Springtime and Har-
vest,'.' and had said of it in substance that
it was the work of an Immature writer and
full of crudities. Probably the reviewer
did not read it through from beginning to
end. Few novels receive that attention
from the busy and jaded persons belonging
to this profession. Owing to the multi-

plicity of books received for review "King
Midas" had not yet been reached when the
Independent containing Mr. Sinclair's ar-

ticle came to hand. With some interest and
curiosity it was then taken down from the
shelf and examined with care, the possi-
bility being frankly admitted that a gem
might unwittingly have been overlooked.
With entire willingness to do justice to the
author if this were the case, the reviewer
again reports that in spite of Mr. Edwin
Markham, the publishers' manager. Rev.
MlnoUJ. Savage and others whose lauda-
tory opinions arc quoted, he still sees in
the book evidences of the author's extreme
youth and lack of acquaintance with life,
and finds himself quite in sympathy with
tho publishers' "readers" who pronounced
against it in manuscript. It has sincerity
and earnestness certainly, but these quali-

ties are not sufficient to make good or even
readable literature, especially when the per-

sonages portrayed are not made to behave
as they would do in actual life, and when
the events described do not convince. Some
of them are so far removed from the likeli-
hood of reality, indeed, as to be highly
amusing. "Mr. Howard," for instance, pro-

poses marriage to the heroine much as if
ho were addressing an audience from a
pulpit, and that young person replies in the
most cultured woman's club manner.

If any reviewers who read Mr. Sinclair's
boo in both forms found merit In it the
second time which they could not discover
when it bore the imprint of an unknown
publisher, they deserve all the scorn the
author can heap upon them. The chances
are that there are few, if any, such review
ers In the list. In defense of those who paid
no attention to "Springtime and Harvest"
It is to be said that they had a right to as-

sume that a book which no publisher would
accept and was issued by the author might
veil bo passed by In favor of volumes
thought worthy of publication by well-know- n

houses. If the Imprint and general

appearance of the volume did not create
something of a prejudice against it the
absurd preface would have justified the
conclusion that the book itself was in
keeping. "When Mr. Sinclair Is older and has
written a really taking tale he will be able
to smile at his verdancy of this period and
be less ready to attack those who failed to
recognize his budding genius at first sight.

TALL, nUILDIXGS.
The word "sky-scrape- r" as applied to un-

usually tall buildings has not yet found a
place In any dictionary, but no doubt it
will. It was originally a slang word to
designate supposed very lofty sails that
gave their speed to America's old wooden
ships. From that it came to be applied in
a scml-slan- g way to anything of great
height. It fits the tall buildings that have
come In vogue In recent years so aptly that
It will probably continue to be used in that
sense If the practice of erecting such build-
ings shall continue. Of that, however, there
is some doubt. The arguments In favor of
them arc based on lack of ground space,
greater economy In building and larger re-

turns on investments. All these are from
the proprietors point of view. On the
other hand, it is universally conceded that
they are architectural monstrosities, a per-mane- nt

detriment to the beauty of any
street, and involving the possibility of
great danger In case of fire. From a legal
point of view the owner of land may erect
on It a building as high as the tower of
Babel, but it may be questioned if any per-

son has a right to impose architectural de-

formity on the public or to erect a building
that perhaps detracts from the market
value of adjacent properties. The moral
right of one person to monopolize the rents
of several hundred tenants while his neigh-

bor would be satisfied with a score or two
is another question.

The question of restricting the height of
buildings has already engaged the attention
of some city authorities. It was stated a
few days ago that the City Council of Chi-

cago had voted to remove all restrictions
on the subject. In New York the regula-
tion prescribes 10 feet as the maximum
height of a building, but special permits
have been granted for buildings much
higher, Including one 305 feet high. In
Washington a conference will be held in a
few days between the District commission-
ers and the Senate committee on the Dis-

trict of Columbia to consider the question.
The present law on the subject in Wash-
ington aa contained in an act of Congress
provides: "That no building shall be erected
or altered on any street in the District of
Columbia to exceed In height above the
sidewalk the width of the street In Us
front, and In no case shall a building ex-

ceed ninety feet in height on a residence
street nor 110 feet on a business street, as
designated by schedule approved by the
commissioners of the District of Columbia,
except on business streets and business
avenues ICO feet wide, where a height not
exceeding 130 feet may bo allowed. The
height of buildings on corner lots shall in
all cases bo regulated by the limitations
governing on tho broader streets." Other
sections of the act prescribe that no non- -
flre-prc- of building Intended to be used as
an apartment house shall be erected to a
height of more than five stories or raised
to a height exceeding sixty feet from the
sidewalk, and that all business buildings
exceeding seventy-fiv- e feet in height shall
be fire-proo- f. These provisions were based
largely on the statement of the chlf of
the Washington fire department that it
would be impossible for the department to
fight a fire above the height of ninety feet.
The coming conference between the Dis
trict commissioners and the Senate com
mittee is due to an announcement that a
"sky-scrape- r" was to be erected on a site
overlooking the State, War and Navy
building and certain squares proposed to
be condemned for additional departmental
buildings. There are peculiar reasons In
Washington for restricting the height of
buildings that would detract from the
architectural effects of public buildings.
Such reasons exist to some extent in all
cities, but it is a question whether merely
esthetic considerations against the disfig
urement of a city will avail against the
right of the owner of property to build as
high as he pleases. The question of fight-
ing fires and of public safety Is a different
one. In this city no building of the "sky- -

Scraper" class should ever be permitted to
be erected on the Circle or on either of the
squares fronting the new government
building.

Among the accounts of unseemly antics
of excited crowds at allege-- d revival meet
ings Is one of a meeting held in a village
in the southern part of the State in which
the audience, for the most part, joined
in a shouting and jumping exercise. One
man weighing about two hundred pounds
threw himself upon the floor with such
violence that he broke his arm, and later
so large a part of the audience engaged
in the jumping performance that the floor
gave way. Fortunately the floor was near
the ground else the greater part cf the
audience would have been seriously in
jured. The unaccountable thing Is that In
a State 'iike Indiana, with a public
school system and so many religious teach-
ers, any number of people can regard such
performances as having any relation to
the Christian or anyther rational religion.
Besides such senseless performances the
ghost dances of ' the Indians are respect
able and the orgies of pagans are only
more revolting in the degree of cruelty.
Yet hundreds If not thousands of people
hold that the certainty of salvation from
the torments of a literal hell are only to
be secured by such unseemiy performances
as crawling on the floor, jumping and
shouting or falling into trances. Such peo
ple can scarcely be said to be serious, be
cause seriousness is the result of thought.
and thinking or any other mental process
is impossible for such people. They are
doubtless sincere, but their religion is In
no sense Christian any more than Is that
of the idMators who Inflict bodily Injury
upon themselves in the hope of appeasing
the wrath of their gods. One of the evil
results of such performances In the name
of religion is that they tend to make those
who are curious witnesses of such antics
scoffers not only of those who act as if
beside themselves, but of religion generally.
The wonder Is that Christian effort is not
directed against such irreligious and un
seemly performances.

A great deal is being said nowadays about
the artistic improvement ofcitles, of pri-

vate grounds and of farm homes. The
I movement is commendable, and the Journal

has from time to time expressed approval
of its various manifestations. It is obliged
to acknowledge, however, that it is unable

, ;

to follow all the advocates of this form
of esthetic progress to the limit of their
argument. There, for instance, is tho writer
in a valued agricultural exchange who
recommends that barns, cattle sheds and
other farm buildings be made decorative
With vines, etc., not only for the enjoyment
their picturesque appearance will afford to
the owner and other human observers, but
because of the pleasure the sight will give
to the farm animals. "Cattle," he says.
"enjoy the beautiful. Give them clean yards
and they appreciate it. A cow will always
lie down facing a fine landscape, and at
night facing the moon, provided her quar
ters give her an opportunity." The Jour-
nal has never been the recipient of the
esthetic confidences of a cow, nor has it
had opportunity to study her nature on its
art side, but it has some reason for the be-

lief that she would swap a fine landscape
or a vine-cla- d bara any day for a bucket
ful of bran mash. It may be that the
writer quoted has gathered his Ideas of

the cow from contemplation of her as she
appears in the pictorial art of the day. No
landscape painter can get along without
the cow. She is always present in his
paintings, and, It must be admitted, fre-

quently does wear when there an expression
that might be classed as soulful. But the
advocate of agricultural esthetics ought
to know that it is the yearning soul of
the artist that looks out of her eyes and
that she is not in the ricture so much be-

cause the enjoys it as because she can'r
help herself.

Governor Taft confirms the assertion fre
quently made by those familiar with con
ditions in the Philippines, namely, that
the native women of the Islands hold a su
perior position and are the active managers
in general affairs. He quotes the Spanish'
archbishop as saying that If it is intended
to confer any political authority upon the
Filipinos It should be conferred upon the
women. It is safe to say that no political
privileges will be conferred upon the
women, because to do so would be too great
a departure from the traditions of civilized
man. By the way, what bearing does this
fact of the Filipino women's authority
and importance in the community have
upon the time-honor- ed assertion that the
women of the civilized world owe their
position to the influence of the Christian
church?

Berlin dispatches say that Emperor Wil
liam has determined to make war on what
is known In this country as Christian
Science, and that he will use the power
of the police and the state to prevent Its
spread in Germany. If he does he will show
lack erf worldly wisdom, to say the least.
Without reference to the merits of the cult.
the philosophy or whatever it is, though It
Is certain many persons get comfort out
of it, all experience shows that religious,
philosophical or academic beliefs cannot be
successfully combated by force or law.
The Emperor had better heed the advice
of his secretary of state, who said In the
Reichstag a few days ago: "I earnestly
warn against using the power of the state
against such things."

THE HUMORISTS.

Homely.
Puck.

Bennet Did you ever know any one so
homely ?

Nearpass Hardly! "Why, Ehe Is so homely
that automobile goggles are actually becoming
to her!

Numerical.
Philadelphia Bulletin.

"It is said that even the hairs of the head
are all numbered."

"Yes, I know; but a good many of them are.
back numbers."

He Hail Donght Some.
Chicago Post.

"Para," said the small boy, looking up from
his book, "what is a curio?"

"A curio," replied the father thoughtfully, "Is
something that costs ten times what it's
worth."

Not Exactly the Same.
Chicago Tribune.

"And she isn't married yet? Gracious! She's
well preserved! She is the same Birdie Hoppln
dyke she was fifteen years ago."

"No, she's not ths same. She spells it
'Byrdye' now."

Too Much for Him.
Judge.

Civil-servic- e Examiner (very sternly to Eras- -
tus Scilth, colored, who aspires to the office of
mall carrier) How far is It from the earth to
the moon?

Erastus (in terror) Golly, boss! ef yo's gwine
to put me on dat route I don't want de Job.

Almost Discourngliier
Washington Star.

"We are going to have a number of beautiful
libraries," said the happy man.

"Yes," answered the gaunt person with the
lustrous eye. "It is a terrible responsibility to
put upon this generation. I don't know who Is
going to write the books worthy of such mag
nlflcent surroundings."

His Profession.
Baltimore American.

"Please, sir," began the beggar, "would you
give a poor man a dime? I can't get work at
my trade, and"

"Why," stormed the prosperous looking pe
destrian, "I Just gave you a dime at the other
corner! What is your trade, anyway?"

"I know you gave me that dime, sir," said
the beggar, "but you see I am a retoucher by
profession."

Fifteen hundred Washington women at
tended the first reception of Mrs. Shaw,
wife of the new secretary of the treasury,
held last Tuesday. This attendance ex-

ceeded that of any Cabinet reception in five
years. The secret of the great number of
callers lay In part In the fact that so much
had been Insinuated in the yellow papers
as to the social rawness of the lady that
many Washingtonlans were animated by
curiosity. Contrary to the expectations of
these visitors, their hostess proved to be
extremely affable and agreeable, and cre-

ated a favorable impression. It is not so
long since a majority of the residents of
Washington were fairiy raw themselves so
far as the social routine is concerned at the
capital, while those who have had a life-
time familiarity with society and its ways
ought to have learned before now that raw-
ness does not by any means invariably em-

anate from the West. Even among people
as far distant as Iowa many social graces
are to be found.

Months ago Miss Frances Copass made a
contract with the trustees of the Hall-Moo- dy

Institute, in Martm, Tenn., to teach
for one year. Recently these officers dis-
charged her because she was going too
much into society. Miss Copass brought a
suit for her pay. The trustees endeavored
to show that she had too many social en-

gagementsthat the woman who had a
beau on Sunday night, went to a card party
Tuesday night and had some other social
engagement Friday night could not do her
duty as a teacher. Miss Copass proved
that she discharged her duties as teacher
efficiently, and held It was nobody's busi-
ness, so long as she behaved properly, how

many evcnlnss she plunged Into society.

The Judge took that view of it. saying that
it I? nobody's business how often a teacher
shall "keep company."

William C. Brown, recently mad? third
vice president cf the New orK ?hu
Railroad, with new duties on a larger scale

than any other New York Central official

has ever assumed, began his railroad career
in lStf by cording wopd for the Milwaukee
& St. Paul. In 1S70 he became a raiiroaa
telegraph operator, then a train dispatcher,
rising step by step to his present position.
And yet there are those who tell us that
there Is no chance for young men of brains
and ambition.

The word "electrify" has so long been
used chiefly in the sense of "to startle,"
"to surprise." "to thrill," that It requires
ometning of an effort to accept its pri

mary and technical significance now com

ing into common use. To electrify London,
for instance, is not to startle Lcndon, but
to equip it with trolley and telephone lines.
Our language is elastic, not to say electric.

On Friday afternoon the owner of a fiat
building in Chicago which was burned Fri
day morning gave $100 In cash in a sealed
envelope to the heads of forty-seve- n fami
lies that were burned out, making a total
gift of $1,700. "Such things show the world
is not wholly bad.

The habit of not wearing a hat, prac-

ticed by Theodore Roosevelt, Jr., may be
safe enough in some parts of tho country,
but the horrible wiLter climate of New
England needs to be guarded against by
every form of clothing known to civilized
man.

Captain Grossman, who is now engaged
In walking down the blue Danube on his
newly invented water-walkin- g shoes, may
yet be able to take the point from the time-honor- ed

pleasantry1-- of the man who says
he has never crossed the Atlantic because
the walking Isn't good.

LITERARY NOTES.

Her Is one of the asides in Augustine
Birrell's new book, "Essays and Ad-

dresses," whose like gave origin to the verb
"to blrrell:" "Historians! their name is
Perfidy! unless they have good styles they
are so hard to read, and If they have good
styles they are so apt to He."

The New York Tribune notes that the de-

mand for Fenlmore Cooper's novels appears
to be continuous in England. New editions
of some or of all the books appear at short
Intervals, and it is not improbable, it
thinks, that Cooper is more keenly and
Justly appreciated In the mother country
than in his own not too grateful land.

According to London Truth, Dickens did
not begin to save money until he was near-

ly forty, and throughout life he suffered
acutely and incessantly from pecuniary
worries and anxieties. He was never short
of ready money after his great crisis of lbH,
but he was never easy about the future
until after his enormously profitable sec-
ond American trip in the winter of 1SC7-C- S.

Mr. Zangwill, In answer to the question
whether he considered the inclusion of
imaginative literature in the scope of the
British Academy would serve any useful
purpose, writes: "Your question seems to
assume that some 'useful purpose' will be
served by the Academy without imagina-
tion to which you draw my attention, and
is, therefore, unanswerable."

Sir Walter Besant's autobiography,
shortly to be published, will, it Is said, con-

tain no extracts from diaries, no private
letters,' and few personal references. On
the other hand, the novelist gives a full
account of his childhood and youth, and de-

scribes the influences that made him a nov
elist and antiquarian. He also refers to his
religious convictions, and sketcnes wnat ne
regarded as a necessary equipment for a
literary career.

This, concerning the proper handling of a
book, has often been published, but will
doto repeat: "Hold the book with its back
on a smooth or covered table; let the front
board down, then the other, holding the
leaves In one hand while you open a few
leaves at the back, then a few at the front,
and so on, alternately opening back and
front, gently pressing upon the sections
till you reach the center of the volume.
Do this two or three times and you will
obtain the best results. Open the volume
violently or carelessly in any one place and
you will likely break the back and cause
a start in the leaves. Never force the back
of the book."

If no man Is a hero to his valet, he may
at least be appreciated at his true worth
by his housemaid. Cornhlll Magazine has
been talking with Mrs. Broadfoot, who once
acted In the capacity of maid in the house-
hold of Thomas Carlyle, and asked that
personage about her master's temper. She
tells a different story from most others, in-

cluding Jane, who have testified on the sub-
ject, being thus quoted: "I could have lived
with him all my days, and it always makes
me angry when I read, as I sometimes do,
that he was 'bad tempered, and 'gey 111 to
get on with He was the very reverse, in
my opinion. I never would have left him
when I did had I not been going to get mar-
ried."

Taine's correspondence Is soon to be pub-
lished, in Paris, in three volumes, under
the supervision of the historian's widow.
It deals rather with views and ideas than
with the facts concerning Taine's life. Talne
Is principally remembered by the general
English reader on account of his "Historie
de la Litterature Anglalse," which, first
appearing in 1S64 and later in an English
version, aroused such a clerical storm in
France that it cost the author the Acad-
emy prize 1.000 francs. This work is hardly
Justified by its title, although it is, possibly,
the best done by a foreigner on the subject.
H's volumes of correspondence have not
yet secured an English publisher.

ABOUT PEOPLE AND THINGS.
A friend of the work In New York has

lately given the money for an executive
building at the Tuskegee Normal and In-
dustrial Institute, Tuskegee, Ala.

Hiram Cronk, the last surviving pension-
er of the war of 1S12, is passing the last
years of a quiet life at the home of his
daughter, at Dunn Brook, about fifteen
miles north of Rome, N. Y.

Dr. Antonio Lagorio, who has had such
remarkable success in his treatment of
hydrophobia at his Pasteur Hospital in
Chicago, says that he has personally exam-
ined 10.000 patients, the vast majority of
whom, however, he has turned away as
having been bitten by innocuous animals.

Perhaps nothing indicates the difference
between our conditions and those of our
great-grandparen- ts more than the fact, in-

cidentally brought out in Strong and
Schafer's book. "The Government of the
American People," that in 17S3 there were
only seventy-fiv- e postoffices in the wholecountry.

Mme. Marchesl's real name Is Mme. la
Marquise di Castrone. "Marchesl" is sim-
ply the Italian word for marquise, but this
lady is so well known by it that few, inAmerica, at least, know her real name.
Her husband is a picturesque type of the
old-scho- ol nobleman. He is greatly likedby all that know him, his manners areso affable and pleasing.

Miss Albertine E. Ridley, one of the first
American girls to go to the Philippines as
an army nurse, has returned to California.
She says American rule has Infinitely bet-
tered sanitary and other conditions in Ma-nila, and that the natives in that city arevery courteous and considerate to theAmerican girls who are administering to
uie sick ana wounded soldiers.

;viany girts by Mrs. Andrew Carnegie
have been overlooked in the greater mu
ntneence or rier husband. Mrs. Carnegie
has contributed t'Jti toward wiping out thedebt of Christ Universalis Church Mid-A- "

rs- - Carnegie's gift was
",u,ic "" pnvaie iunds. Mr.negie will give VXiXW for fr !IK.i..
uuilding at Lexington. Ky., under his usual

King Ceorga of Greece completed his
fifty-sixt- h year on Dec. 24. "My strengthii In the love c,f my people." were thewords he used when he went to his adont- -

ur.i;mo us sovereign. Kirr-Georg- es idea is that "prince: mustto be superior In intellect, knowledge i

r. .

Cf,oi!r.-r- to thoe round thm." and h

has undoubtedly lived up to the sentiments
he has thus expressed.

A Swedish rclentiat. Dr. M. Elkcnlcrg,
claims to have perfected an appartus by

which milk can bo brought into the form
of powder which contain all th original
properties of the milk, except the water.
It can bo kept and transported in cans,
bags or barrels. The cost of production is
estimated at about 25 cents per l.) ;uart?.
Th inventor thinks that flour from skim
milk can be sold for about 13 cents per
pound.

Congressman Hepburn, of Iowa, has de-

veloped an unfortunate but laughable habit
of making bulls, which, it Is needless to
say. never appear in the reports of bis
speeches In the Congressional Kfcord.
While debating the Nicaragua canal bill ho
spoke of "wafting tho sailing vessels that

the continent. A rar ofdesire to cross
laughter greeted the remark, to be renewed
when some one suggested that the gentle-
man from Iowa had prairie schooners la
mind.

Joseph Leiter has an elaborate scheme on

hand of founding an industrial city In

Franklin county, Illinois. He ha bought
6.000 acres of land. Two coal shafts will be
sunk with an estimated daily capacity of
15,V bushels. A thousand cok- - ovens wi 1

be built. A railroad twelve miles long will
be built to the mills. Eventually rnon
will be employed. These men. with t eir
families, will make a city of 10.0") persons
Tho city has been laid out and named
Ziegler.

"One day." says an exchange clerk in a
Philadelphia department store, "an old fel-

low from the country came up to my desk,
and, laying down a package, said: 'Young
man. here's a suit of underwear that I
bought here seven years ago. It is too
small for me, and I would like to have It
exchanged I was thunderstruck at the
nerve of the man. but I managed to say
something about the time limit on such
transactions. 'Well said he, 'I know that,
but I've never had 'em on, and this is th
first tlmo I've been In town since the day I
bought 'em "

m

SHREDS, AND PATCHES.

From the looks, not the lips, Is the soul
reflected. McDonald Clarke,

The true use of speech is not eo much ta
express our wants as to conceal them,

Goldsmith.
We are apt to be kinder to the brutes that

love us than to the women that love us,
Is It because the brutes axe dumb? Georgs
Eliot.

Almost every one In his turn has la-

mented over something which afterward
turned out to be 'ho very best thing for
him that could have happened. Schopen-
hauer.

The world deals good-natured- ly with
good-nature- d people, and I never knew a
sulky misanthropist .who quarreled with it
but it was he, not it, that was in the wrong.

Thackeray.
In Shakspeare alone, the speakers do not

strut and bridle, the dialogue is easily
great, and he adds to so many titles that
of being the best-bre- d man in England, and
in Christendom. Emerson.

But little do men perceive what folltude
is, and how far it extendeth. For a crowd
is not company; and faces are but a gal-
lery of pictures; and talk but a tinkling
cymbal, where there is no love. Bacon.

The persons who constitute the natural
aristocracy are not found in the actual
aristocracy, or, only on its edge; as the
chemical energy of the spectrum is found
to be greatest just outside of the spectrum.

Emerson.
A man that puts himself on the ground of

moral principle, if the whole world bo
against him, is mightier than all of them.
A man ought not to fear being in minori-
ties, so that minorities are based upon
principles. Bcccher.

We get into a way of thinking as If what
we call an "intellectual man" was, as a
matter of course, made up of nine-tenth- s,

or thereabouts, of book learning, and one-ten- th

himself. But even if he is actually
so compounded he need not read much.
Society is a strong solution of books. It
draws the virtue out of what is best worth
reading, as hot water draws the strength
of tea leaves. Oliver Wendell Holmes.

THE SAILOR PRINCE.

Secret of the Popularity of Henry of
Prussia Tilth His Own People.

Berlin Letter in New ork Commercial
Advertiser.
The interest and excitement centering

around the person of Prince llenry, in view
of his approaching Journey to the United
States, increases dally. It has been a long
time since an event of this nature has ap-

pealed so directly to the German people.
This royal visit to the greatest of republics
Is a thing vastly different from the periodic
routine visits of royalty to royalty in the
old world. The common people like Prince
Henry, and they have good reason for do-

ing so. In the first place he is without
doubt an exceedingly simple, plain,
6tralghtfcrward young man. He has ap-
pealed to the masses, not on account of
his royal Uncage, but on account of his
qualities as a worker and a seaman. The
German of to-da- y is no land-ra- t; the salt
sea breeze has for him much the same In-

fatuation that it ence had for the marinen
of old England who, In the days of Eliz-
abeth, swept the Spanish main. Prince
Henry represents, as it were, Germany's
future on the seas, and hence he occupies
an important place in the thoughts of the
people and, most of all. In the dreams of

Young Germany." In many a household
the prince enjoys a far prouder title than
that which he has inherited from the ruling
huu&ü vi xiranaenDurg, ror many a fondfather refers to him as "Our Sailor Prince"and holds him up to his own boys as an
cAaiuyie. xo oe sure, he has never per-
formed the prodigies of a Drake or a Cook,
nevertheless his position at the head ofthe Kiaou-Tscha- u expedition was an im-portant one and he fulfilled his dutir. withquietness and dignity and on his return the
uesiuan peopie gave him a well-deserv- ed

ovation.
Prince Henry la called a young man. Per-haps there is some excuse for this, since heis one of that triplet of young scions ofroyalty who so much resembled each otherthat the illustrated papers are said to haveused their pictures interchangeably name-ly, Nicholas of Russia, the Dukej of Yorkand the subject of our sketch. As a matterof fact, however, he is a man of forty, anda husband of twelve years, who can boastor three as sturdy young sons as can beround in the fatherland. His seafaring lifehas served to develop in him the best quali-ties of his flue nature, and his voyages havegiven him an invaluable fund of knowledgeand experience, which, if people do not hearmuch about it, exist nevertheless, and iste ng turned to splendid account in the de-velopment of Germany's sa power Hehas in one capacity or another visited" mot

KV, .f t?e w?,rld and he mlht fairly lavcalled a great traveler were It
?S1 T?rulh,e i?c.1 thl he has nevtr exploredStates. But he now proposes toperfect his claim, and It is safe to say that?W,m,reKUrn,to G"any with some nevri hhni?1? d"S f?f hls brother.speaking to the writer con-cerning the prince, said that he had asplendid appreciation of America, and didnot regard the rapid-growin- g republic withthat suspicion with which it is viewed bycertain classes.

The relations of the Emperor and hissailor brother are extremely warm andrree rrom that Jarrirg which too oftenmars the relations of families, royal andotherwise By the very position the Kaiser
SI be in everybody's eye. and of courseIs all the more so by reason of hisamazing activity in everything that con-cerns the welfare of Germany. The posi-tion of Prince Henry secures him fromP"""ciiy ana nis naturalquietness and suUiued manner do much tof,"urii?.r.hVm that popularity and affee- -which his
Good, possessed in such aNrdertu! d!

it is said on good authority thatHenry has been thoroughly tflschooled inft! 1! or,"2 Vo Offlcc other mln!
"l4,r;'- - "u anyimng happenedanything now harper? to Emperor?

Win!C uUns crown Frlnc would succeed 5with Princernd for this reason the- - eventSlin' VP
futuro hav br, of- --- - - - - t'uuutu i or.
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